
 

 

 
NEWS: Army birthday greetings from Red Arrow's Command Sergeant Major 

By Command Sgt. Maj. Conde Rafael 

 

The Army has remained strong for 237 years due in large part to the diversity of its Soldiers. 

This diversity goes beyond race and creed, and includes the experiences of Soldiers whose 

families have lived in America for generations as well as the experiences of first-generation 

immigrants. 

 

Being born in a communist country with little opportunity to become what you want as a young 

child is the life that you are relegated to in communist Cuba. I will always be grateful to my 

parents for their courage to leave family, friends and the country that they were born in to give 

my brother and me the opportunity to have freedom and a chance at success. In their late 40s, my 

parents left Cuba with only the clothes on their backs and started their "next" life in a free 

America.  

 

So what does it mean for me to serve? It means that I have the opportunity to give back to the 

country that took in Miguel and Olga Conde and their two sons. It means that I have the 

opportunity to serve the country that gave my parents the opportunity to succeed as long as they 

were willing to work hard. Serving gives me the opportunity to help protect what is most 

precious to all that live in the United States — freedom!  

 

That is what serving means to me. 

 
 

 


